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The Shining Sea Foundation was formed in 1988 with one definite mission:
To build, maintain and display to the world an authentic, full-scale, classic American
Clipper Ship and in the process to educate the general public about the design and sailing

accomplishments of these yachtlike merchant vessels, whose faultless beauty, matchless

speed and unquestionable strength represented the apex of the Golden Age of Sail.

rom 1833 to 1858
American designers and
shipbuilders developed a
unique class of merchant
sailing vessels, built for
speed rather than load
capacity. When the
California Gold Rush commenced in
1849, the demand for [ast transporta-
tion to the West Coast exploded, and
during the next few years over 350
clipper ships were built in seaports
from Maine to Virginia. Nearly one-half
ol these ships were built in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The brilliant and innovative ship
designers of the period, building on each
others’ successes, advanced hull design
over a few short years Lo evolve the
radical, but later proven, extreme clipper
hull form. This new, sharp-bowed
design, combined with a towering sail
plan, produced record-breaking vessels
that soon won the admiration and envy
of the maritime world.

The most lamous of these clippers,
Flying Cloud, was designed by Boston’s
Donald McKay, who built the ship in
his East Boston yard in 1851. On her
maiden voyage, the Cloud set the then
world record for a passage from New
York to San Francisco via Cape Horn of
89 days and 21 hours, and three years
later broke her own record in 89 days
and 8 hours. This mark still stands to
challenge the square-riggers of today.
No one ever drove ships harder
than the shipmasters and men who
sailed these Yankee clippers over the
world’s oceans. Crowding on every
inch of canvas, seeking out rather than
avoiding heavy weather so as to gain
ever more speed, their restless skippers
strove with each other to shorten every
passage and break every standing
record. When the China tea trade was
opened to international commerce in
1853, so successful were these crack
American ships in delivering the freshest
and most profitable cargoes to English

docks that the British were [orced to
adapt the clipper design and build their
own fleet. Of their ships, only the great
Cutty Sark survives today—of Americas
grand clipper fleet, not one.

We consider it a privilege to
inaugurate the process by which a
proud American clipper will once
again put out to sea and show her
colors to the world. You are invited
1o join this effort Lo preserve the tradi-
tion of American entrepreneurship,
ingenuity, and craftsmanship
represented by the clipper ship era.

Two superb maritime artists, Jock
Spurling (cover) and John Stobart
(detail right) offer two powerlul
images of McKays clipper ship
“Lightning” (1854). This famed [lyer
set the square-rigger world record [or
the fastest 24 hour run under sail.



r, in these United

States, has the brain of

man conceived, or the

hand of man fashioned so

perfect a thing as the

clipper ship—the Flying

Cloud was our Rheims,

the Sovereign of the Seas

was our Parthenon, the

Lighting was our Amiens.”

Professor Samuel

Eliot Morison,

Maritime History of

Massachusetts































